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smaE to merit the honor of your presence, even if we dared to
offer it to you as a gift, so how dare I say anything about rent?" *
She then invited Yuanho into the guest hall, which was a very
handsome one, and sat down with him saying, "I have a daughter
who is still young and immature and but poorly trained in the arts
of music and singing. However, she likes to meet visitors and I
should like to present her."
Thereupon she called to her daughter to come out. The girl's eyes
were bright and her wrist white; her carriage was graceful and be-
witching. Yuanho jumped to his feet and was so dazzled by her
beauty that he did not dare to raise his eyes to look at her. As he
exchanged salutations with her and made remarks about the
weather, lie observed that everything about her was such as he had
never seen before in his life.
They sat down again. Tea was served and wine poured. The
vessels used were very elegant. He lingered till the sun was set
and the sound of drums heralding the twilight watch 2 rose from
all sides. When the old woman asked Yuanho where he lived, he
answered untruthfully, "Several li outside the Yenping gate," in
the hope that she would ask him to stay because of the distance. But
the old woman said, "The drums have sounded. You had better go
right away so that you will not violate the curfew." "I have been
so engrossed in the pleasure of your company," the young man said,
"that I did not realize that the eve of day is upon us. The journey
is long and far away and I have no friends in the city. What shall
I do?"
Here the girl said, "Since you have shown a readiness to live
here in spite of its dinginess, what harm is there if you stay for
the night?" Yuanho looked to the mother for encouragement and
when she repeated her daughter's invitation, he summoned one of
his servants and commanded him to bring in two rolls of fine silk.
These he presented to the woman Li for his food and lodging for
1 This subterfuge is not only childish and unnecessary but quite improbable. It is
as if the author had come across the sentences in a phrase book and had inserted
them in here because he liked them so much.
2 The night is divided into five watches beginning with the first watch at dusk
and ending with the fifth at dawn.